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your wishes you begin to set the dice and make your own game. But, I pray you be not deceived, it is not a parliamentary way, nor it is not a way to deal with a Bong." He joined issue with Clement Coke, and declared that it was more honour for a King to be " almost destroyed " by a foreign enemy than to be despised by his own subjects. " Remember that Parliaments are altogether in my power, for their calling, sitting and dissolution ; therefore as I find the fruits of them good or evil they are to continue, or not to be.55
These words, bluntly pointing out that the real quarrel was between King and Commons, "not Commons and Buckingham, must have been singularly unpalatable to the listeners. They did not yet dare to touch the King, even in their thoughts. Tradition and public opinion were still too strong. Their only course was to continue their attack on Buckingham. The Minister thought a quiet, sensible speech would convince them of his innocence, and this he made, modestly admitting possible errors of judgment, but none of intention. " There are no errors of wilfulness, nor of corruption, nor oppressing of the people, nor injustice."
His words had no effect. The Commons were determined to prove him guilty, not merely of incompetence, but of high treason. On May 8 they carried up to the House of Lords an impeachment wherein Buckingham was accused of acquiring exorbitant power, plurality of offices, buying and selling these offices, neglecting the duties of Lord High Admiral, oppressing merchants, lending ships to the King of France to be